
 

 
What do these three scriptures have in common? 

 

- 2 Peter 3:18— But grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both 

now and forever! Amen.   

- Ephesians 4:13— until we all reach unity in the faith and 

in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 

attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

- Romans 8:29— For those God foreknew He also 

predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, 

that He might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

 

Five necessary habits to spiritual maturity: 

 

1. Bible study 

- Acts 2:42 

- John 8:32 

- Colossians 3:16 

 

How is your Bible study?  Consistent?  Sporadic?  

Non-Existent? 

 

2.   Prayer and worship 

- Acts 2:42 

- Psalm 95:6 

 

How is your prayer life?  Consistent?  Sporadic?  

Non-Existent? 

 



3.  Fellowship 

- Acts 2:42 

- Hebrews 10:25 

 

How “devoted” are you to the fellowship? 

 

4.   Service/Ministry 

- Ephesians 2:8-10 

- Ephesians 4:12 

- 1 Corinthians 12 

 

What is your spiritual gifting/ministry? 

 

5.   Giving 

- Luke 6:38 

- 2 Corinthians 8:7 

- 1 Corinthians 16:2 

 

How is your giving?  Consistent?  Sporadic?  Non-Existent? 

 

Seven benefits of giving to my life: 

1. Giving makes me more like God. 

  - John 3:16 

- Ephesians 4:7-8 

2. Giving draws me close to God. 

  - Matthew 6:21 

3. Giving is the antidote to materialism. 

- Matthew 6:19-21 

- 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

4. Giving strengthens my faith. 

- Luke 6:38 

- Proverbs 3:15, 9-10 

 

 



5. Giving is an investment for eternity. 

- Matthew 6:19-21 

- 1 Timothy 6:19 

6. Giving blesses me in return. 

- Proverbs 11:25 

- Proverbs 22:9 

- Psalm 112:5 

7. Giving makes me happy. 

- Acts 20:35 

- 1 Chronicles 29:9 

 

 

 

 

Is it easier for you to give or to receive? 

Occasions When People Give Gifts:        Why They Give     

-“I give gifts at Christmas 

because_________________” 

-“I give a birthday gift to my 

spouse or best friend 

because_________________” 

-“I give birthday gifts to my 

parents or children 

because_________________” 

-“I give a gift to my 

boss\teacher\pastor 

because_________________” 

-“I give a surprise gift to 

someone 

because_________________” 

-“I give to God through the 

church 

because_________________” 

 

 

a) It’s a habit 

b) It’s expected of me 

c) of guilt 

d) I just want to 

e) I want to say thank 

you 

f) I want to show love 

g) I want to show 

respect 

h) It’s fun 

i) I enjoy giving 

j) I need to repay 

someone 

k) I expect to get 

something in ret 

 

 

 



God is the owner of everything…we are His stewards. 

How did Adam and Eve manage their stewardship? 

 

What is God’s “indescribable gift” (see 2 Corinthians 9:15)? What 

has been your response? 

 

How did Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-6) respond to Jesus’ acceptance 

and love? 

 

One of the best ways, if not the best way, to respond to God’s 

gift is by giving yourself (see 2 Corinthians 8:5- the key to 

sacrificial giving. 

 

How have you given yourself to God? What difference has this 

made in your life? 

 

How is your giving? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


